
Planning the inquiry  

1.  What is our purpose? 

To inquire into the following: 

·          transdisciplinary theme 

How We Organize Ourselves – An inquiry into the interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of 
organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on 
humankind and the environment. 

  

  

·          central idea 

Different perspectives lead to different interpretations and choices. 

  

  

Summative assessment task(s): 

The summative assessment task will be for students to create a MyPlate using 
magazine ads to make healthy choices. The students will participate in role-plays 
on how to solve problems in the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

Class/grade: Pre-K Age group: 4-5 year olds 

School: Mountainview School code: 6510 

Title: How We Organize Ourselves 

Teacher(s): Johnson, Green 

Date: October 15 – December 20, 2019 

Proposed duration: 9 weeks 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, 
perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry? 

Key concepts: function, perspective, causation 

Related concepts: structure, subjectivity, consequences 

  

What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea? 

·          Choices have consequences that affect our body and our world 

·          Ways we solve problems 

·          How objects in the sky affect us and our daily routines 

What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries? 

·         What are good, helpful, and caring choices? 

·         How can we make fair decisions for the class? 

·         Where does your food come from? 

·         How does food affect your body? 

·         What activities do you do during the day? 

·         What activities do you do during the night? 

·         Provocation: The teacher will present a Mystery box with theme related items.  



3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills?  What 
evidence will we look for? 

·         The teacher will have a class discussion based on what the sky looks like at different times 
of the day. 

·         The class will have an inquiry into food sources and where our food comes from by 
pretending to milk a cow. 

·         The students will make a list of ways they are helpful at home. 

  

What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of 
inquiry?  What evidence will we look for? 

·         Students will journal about objects in the sky, where their food comes from, and making 
helpful choices. 

·         Students will sort objects into whether they will help living things grow/move/live or not. 

·         Students will understand the process of voting and accept the outcomes appropriately. 

 

4.  How best might we learn? 

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to 
encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving 
questions? 

·          Students will construct skyscrapers out of construction paper. 
·         Students compared objects in the sky and on the ground. 
·          Students will compare the clothes they would wear during warmer months and 
what they would not wear. 
·          Students will pretend to be farmers. 
·          Students will act out making helpful choices. 
·          Students will perform a sun and moon dance. 
·          Students will “milk” a cow drawn on construction paper. 
·          Students will act out The Three Little Pigs and Three Billy Goats Gruff. 
·          Students will draw healthy and unhealthy foods. 
·          Students will sequence food cards from the order of Hungry, Hungry Herbert. 
  

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the 
development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

Transdisciplinary Skills 

·          Thinking/synthesis: Students will take small blocks to build a giant skyscraper. 
·          Social/resolving conflict: Students will practice with problem solving in social 
situations. 
·          Communication/listening: Students will listen to peers as they communicate their 
wants/needs in social situations. 
Learner Profile Attributes 
·          Reflective: Students will learn how to practice and improve their physical health 
and well-being. 
·          Principled: Students will learn what the right choices are to make. 
·          Inquirer: Students will become inquisitive about man-made and natural made 
objects in the sky. 
·          Open-minded: Students will try new foods. 
  
Attitudes: Tolerance, cooperation, confidence 

 



 
 

5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available? 
STEMscopes, Frog Street, Developing Talkers 

Computer: iStation, abcmouse.com, Starfall, STEMscopes technology 

Books that are based on the theme in classroom library and for read alouds. Some examples include: “Owen,” “Happy Birthday Moon,” “Pele, King of Soccer,” “The Little Mouse, The Red Ripe Strawberry, and the Big Hungry Bear” “Fruits on my Plate” 

Art: paint, construction paper, glue 

Audio-visual: United Streaming 

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry? 
Community-possible field trips to downtown Waco 

Classroom environment-centers will be theme related 

 

 



6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ 
understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the 
planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included. 

 

  

 

How could you improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a 
more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea? 

 

  

 

What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and 
the transdisciplinary theme?  

 

 

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 

● develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want 
to learn?” 

Function 

Perspective 

Causation  

● demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary 
skills?  

  Thinking/synthesis:  
 
 Social/resolving conflict:  
  

● develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

Learner Profile Attributes 
·          Communication/listening:  
·          Reflective:  
·          Principled: 
·          Inquirer:  
Attitudes 

Tolerance 

Cooperation 

Confidence  

 

In each case, explain your selection.  



8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight 
any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 

 

 

 

 

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn” and 
highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the 
inquiries.  

 

 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?  

9.  Teacher notes 

Science Guidelines 

VI.A.2 Motion and position of objects in the sky 

VI.A.4  Discuss sources of energy 

VI.B.3  Relationship of organisms to environment 

VI.C.2  Identify objects in the sky 

VI.C.3 Changes that happen in the sky 

 

Social Studies Guidelines 

VII.A.3  Connects live events and routines 

VII.C.1  Identifies common features in the environment 

VII.D.3  Engages in voting as a way of group decision-making 
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